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Conclusion

AN objective study of the concept of Eastern and Western Civil-
izations reveals that it is an invalid concept which, like so many
other superstitions, has caused much human injustice, cruelty and
unhappiness. Civilization, meaning thereby all products of human
activity down the ages, is not divisible into Eastern and Western.
This civilization consists of a large and ever-growing number of
culture-traits and culture-complexes, each of which was created by
one person, and from him spread to others. Each culture-trait has
its own culture area which fluctuates in time. Every individual is
heir to all the culture complexes, if diffusion be free.

Each culture trait or complex divides humanity into two: those
who have it and those who do not have it, at any particular time.
If civilization is to be subdivided at all, it can be done only on
the basis of culture traits or complexes, like Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, democracy, autocracy, dictatorship, manual industry and
machine industry, science, superstition, slavery, war, and the
thousand and one other culture traits. But not on the basis of
East or West, or white or negro or brown, or tall or short.

Civilization is not property, though properly is a culture trait,
notwithstanding Lord Ronaldshay's (now Lord Zetland) statement
to the contrary when he asked: "Whether in the scientific know-
ledge which is in special degree the property of the peoples of the
West, we do not possess a golden gift which we can offer to the
peoples of the East" (Ronaldshay, India^ p. 280). In the first place,
scientific knowledge is not property which can be owned. Whose
properly, for instance, are Darwinism, the laws of physics and
chemistry and astronomy? In what sense are they the property of